
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                                          ���� ����
�

���������	
��
��
����	��	�����	���������
 

Messiah Lutheran Church, ELCA  
 500 Church Rd. Elgin, IL 60123 

                        Phone (847) 695-0144 * Fax (847) 695-2960 
e-mail: MessiahElgin@foxvalley.net  

www.MessiahLutheranElgin.org

 
�

 
             

     
Let’s Have Fun!  

 
     
How Can I Serve?  

                Celebrations                         5 Pastor’s Message                    2 
                OWLs                                    5 Church Council                        3 
                Hymn Festival                      5    44 Years of Giving                   3  
                Christmas / Candlelight      5 Sunday Servants                     4 
                Green Scene                         8                Social Ministries                      6 
                Typos                                    8  Veterans’ Day                          6 
                Recycling                              8  November Readings               7 
                Thank You                 9, 13, 15   Prayer Concerns                     7 
                Corporate America               9  Prayer & Healing                     7 
                Wonderful Life                      9  MLCW                            10 & 11 
                Fellowship Dinner               11  Crop Walk                              13 
                Fun Stuff                               12  Social Ministries Display      14 
                Adult Education                   1 3  Health Watch                          15 
                Library Notes                       14    

  
 
 



 2 

�
����������������������������������� �
�

���������	�
��	�
	���������������
���������������	
 �	��������������
������
����������	�����
	����
��������������������	��	��	� �	�����	�	���	�
����
��	
	��������������� ����������	�
�����������	
�	�� �
�

��!�����	
�	��" �� ����#

�$������$���������	���	������������	�������� ��

��	
	
�	�����������	�����������	���
���%��������������	� ���	�����
������
��	����
��	�	 �	���
����	�	���

��	���� 	���
� ���	��
	
����
�&�� ����	�	�
��	��
��	���$�
 
�� 
��	���	����	��������	�����
	������	� ����	�����	�������	������	'��

�

��!�����	
�	��"( �� ����$�	������� �$�������#����	���������	����� �	 �� ��������� 	�����������	������)*"*��
�	�������������		 ����
����"�+	�	��,-�"* -�

�

!
���"���
���	����"����#�����������������$�������%�
$���������������"������"�������"���"�� �

�����	
��	������"����
��
����	#�&�	������$�����	
�'( �
�

��������
��	����	������� ����������
	�����
	������� ���	�����	���.	��	���"/-�"0 -�
�

!��	
�����
���������
�����	������"����)"���#���"���* �
�������"����������������������	
����
��'(�

�

���	
�	��)" �� ������������	�����$�������1	���

�������
	��	������ ��	�������������

���	�� 	���
������������	�
����������	�1�
	������	��������

����	�����2� 
���� ����	���3��
���������

����	���	���� 	���
��������� 	����� ���	��
�������	��������������	��	����	���
����+��

�(,-�0- �

�

!
����#���$��	
��#���������������#��'(�
�

��!� � ��	� �������������4�	� �	����	� ��

� �	� �	
�� ��� � �	����� 	�	������ ���	
�	�� )/ �� �� ��� 5-**�  �
�� ��� ��

� �	�
 �	�	�	������  	��&	�������0-"(� �
������������

�� �������������� ��	���

�	�6���
��	�����������	

��� �� ����������
�	��	�����
	�7 �	���������		!��+��

�"**-�, -�

�

!�	����
��
��
�����)��"��"�	&�
���	
'(�
�

��!  ���	
�	��)( �� �����%��������	�8����$����������	�4��
������
������ ���	-�
�

!+������"�������
	�)"���
����"����	���������������� �����+���	�#����	'(�
�

� ��������
����$�����������	���������	�����	�������% ������������	����������������
���	��������
� $�������� 	���
�
����������	��	������� �������%�
	 ��9	����������� ���	�9�����#
	���

�

� � � � � ������������������ $���	�	
���
� � � � � � ���%�����:��$	����	��
�
�
�
� � � � � � ;����$��.���	������	��
�+������
� � � � � � �	������9���	����%������
�

�
 



 3 

                               ������
�� �,�����-�,,����.���"�������.����� ��.�/01�23245617%�
������������,��8�������9������������.�.���-�:�-������- �'  �

���������"�����:,�����-��.�-.������:.��,,����;�.�,� <�.���� �
��������:.4��� �������=��-���:,��-���9��'�

�
�
�

 
 
 
    
   CHURCH  COUNCIL 
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         Minister of Music…….…….….….…Margaret Kasak 
        Administrative Assistant….….….…Judy Genandt         
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October – Winter coats for PADS  
 
 

Minutes from council meetings,  
as well as committee reports,  

can be found in the binder 
 in the church library.  
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SUNDAY SERVANTS FOR NOVEMBER 
 
Altar Guild…………………..…Linda Bryant &  
………………………………Charlotte Brainard 
 

November 1 st   “All Saints Day”      
 

Comm.Asst............Linda Bryant & Amy Moog 
Lector ..................................Dave Edmund son 
Greeter............................................ ..................  
Usher .............................................. ..................  
Counter............................................ .................  
Flowers..... Paul & Sue Quandahl / Amy Moog   

 
 

November 8 th         
 
Comm.Asst. Donna Appleberg & Susan Davie 
Lector ..........................................Lin da Bryant 
Greeter............................................ ..................  
Usher .........................................Mike Maenpaa 
Counter..........................................Pa ul Bryant 
Flowers. . The Maenpaa Family / Joyce Fowler 
Breakfast .......................................... ................  

 
 
 
 
 
 

*******************************************************  
 

 

 
 
 
 

November 15 th    
Comm.Asst.......................................... .............  
Lector ........................................Mike Maenpaa 
Greeter............................................ ..................  
Usher .............................................. ..................  
Counter.....................................Chris J ohnson 
Flowers The Maenpaa Family/Rebecca Hauge  

 
November 22 nd     

“Thankoffering Sunday” 
Comm.Asst.......................................... .............  
Lector ............................................. ..................  
Greeter............................................ ..................  
Usher .............................................. ..................  
Counter.........................................Bob  Wiemer 
Flowers..........Susan Davie / Carrie Schneider  
 

November 29 th  “First Sunday of Advent” 
Comm.Asst.......................................... .............  
Lector ............................................. ..................  
Greeter............................................ ..................  
Usher .............................................. ..................  
Counter.........................................Dic k Willrett 
Flowers............................................ .................   
 
**************************************************************** 
 

We come together to praise God together.  
There are opportunities to be of service  

on Sunday mornings.   
Sign up to be an usher, a lector, a greeter, or a                 

communion assistant. 
  Worship is enhanced with participation of all. 

 
 

The next Worship & Music meeting 
will be held on Tuesday, November 3 rd, 2009 , 

at 7:00 p.m.   
(No meeting in October) 

 
 

 
 
Remember that articles and information to be includ ed in each month’s 
Messenger are due by the 20 th of each month.   
��.�-,�����-��8�����.���.������.��>�,,����;:�,����� ����.�����?.����.�
�����:�' �

Please e-mail your submission to �	�����4
���<��'��

	���	� ��
or drop off a copy to the church office. .  Thank you! 

                                                                 ~ Judy Genandt, Messenger Editor 
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On Sunday, November 8 th, we will offer a salute to our veterans  
in honor of Veteran's Day Nov. 11 th   

(do you remember when it was still called Armistice  Day?).   
We ask that on Sunday, November 1 st  

 (or sometime during that following week, through N ovember 7 th)  
everyone would bring to church any family pictures  

of men and women  
who served our country in the armed forces, past or  present.   

When all are collected, we will display them in the  Narthex,  
in honor of those who defended our freedoms— 

especially our Freedom of Worship.   

                                          Please li st names on the photos,  
                           along with their relatio nship to you,  so we know who they are. 

                        Either give them to Bob Wie mer or leave on Pastor's desk,  
                        to be included in our displ ay on Sunday, November 8 th. 
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The prayer and healing service 
is held the first Sunday of every month, 

immediately following the 9:30 a.m. service. 
This service includes prayer for all who suffer, are sick, 

or are involved in ministries, and any who are in need of healing. 
The 10-15 minute prayer service begins with and ends with 

responsive prayer and also includes laying-on of hands and anointing. 
All are welcome to participate. 

On these Sundays, Prayer Cards will be set out 
for all members of Messiah to sign. 

These cards are sent on a monthly basis 
to everyone on our prayer list who has provided an address, 

and would like a monthly reminder that there are caring people 
in their lives who are praying for them. 
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     The Scoop on Soy Candles    

Buying and burning candles  
isn't the most eco-egregious thing you can do out there.  

They're relaxing, they smell good (most of the time),  
and they make for interesting interior décor items.  

But, yes, those rumors you've heard about soy wax candles are indeed correct.  
They are "better" and you should be buying and burning them  

instead of standard wax varieties. 
 

Here's why: ���������	  is made from the petroleum byproduct, paraffin.  
Burning a paraffin wax candle, even if it smells like scrumptious apple pie,  

is like inviting a diesel truck into your home to let off some exhaust... 
the soot from both diesel fuel and paraffin wax contains a noxious mix of  

carcinogenic petro-carbon nastiness that can mess with your health,  
blacken the inside of your home, and emit toxic chemicals like benzene and toluene.  

Gross. And as you probably know, petroleum isn't exactly renewable. 
 

Vegetable-based soy wax isn't 100 percent perfect (as with many agricultural products)  
but it's a heck of a lot better than "gas wax."  

They're longer burning (with none of that soot), come in just as many tantalizing scents,  
and often the companies who produce 
���
�����
  

go all out by using recycled-content packaging and lead-free paper/cotton wicks.  
Most 
������
���
� and home boutiques should carry soy candle lines;  

and, if they don't, make a request.  
Just make sure they’re 100 percent soy wax. 
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   From the All People’s Inter-Faith Pantry 

                                           at 256 East Chicago Street in Elgin: 
 

                                                                                                                  October 12 
Dear Messiah Lutheran Church, 

The church is pretty well done, and we have gained just a little bit of storage space.  
If any of you would like to stop in to see The Pant ry in operation,  

give Joan a call to set up a time. 
With the coming cold weather, The Pantry could use some adult clothing,  

such as adult jackets, jeans, and sweatshirts. 
During the month of September, we served 286 famili es with 1005 members. 

         For the year through September, we have se rved 2690 families with 9649 members. 
Thank you very much. 

The Pantry Board 
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Messiah Lutheran Church Women (MLCW) 
ThankOffering Sunday, 11/22/2009 

Ordinary to Extraordinary 
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Today and every day, Lutheran World Relief quilts, kits and layettes  

give families throughout the world a helping hand, a sign of comfort, and hope for the future.  
Quilts, pencils, soap, needles and thread...  

these ordinary things become extraordinary when shared as gifts of love with people in need.  
From your home to theirs, these ordinary items make possible a ministry of extraordinary love. 

This is Christian Love in action!  
Here at Messiah, we have a small group of ladies, who assemble quilts twice a month.  

We meet on the 1
st
and 3

rd
 Tuesdays of the month, at 9:30 am, at the church.   

It is a fun group!  
We always welcome help, both workers and materials.  

In addition to the quilts, we also assemble health kits and layettes. 
 

"For good people, the world is small," writes a Serbian refugee, in thanks for relief aid.   
"Love, spirit and good will, tie us together", the letter explains.   

Perhaps more than anyone, quilters know the truth of this statement;  
as you stitch and tie quilts, you make ties to the greater world around you!   

With a spirit of love, you sew connections to people around the globe. 
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(Messiah Lutheran Church Women (MLCW) ~ continued) 
 

An LWR quilt is special!  
It brings warmth on a cold night, shelter from the sun on a hot day.  

It becomes a bed, a room divider, a backpack to carry belongings, and at times even a home. 
Quilts distributed by LWR to refugees and other people in need  

were first made by recycling old but good clothes, blankets, and other items.  
Most LWR quilts are still made this way,  

although fabric samples, remnants, or other new pieces of fabric are also used.  
Each quilt is one of a kind, with a beauty all its own, made as a gift of hope by caring people. 

 

  Clean hands, good grooming, and shining smiles  
       are what you can bring about through the gift of health kits.   
   Items needed for these kits include hand towels, washcloths,  

    soap, metal nail files, and Band-Aids. 
 People who must flee their homes quickly  

    often do not have time to pack essential items.  
Health kits can help refugees maintain personal hygiene while living in exile.  

Items may also contribute to a new start for those who can return home. 
 

Layettes let people know you care.   
For those who put together layettes, a registered nurse in Madagascar writes,  

"It really does make a difference to the moms here  
that people in America care about them and their babies."  

With layettes and other kits, you also connect to people around the globe.   
Mothers overseas thank mothers, grandmothers, and others here for gifts 

that show love for a new life. 
In refugee camps, hospitals, and villages around the world,  

gifts of layettes convey a warm welcome to newborns and their mothers. 
Baby sweaters, undershirts, sleepers, receiving blankets,  

cloth diapers, and diaper pins are needed for layettes. 
 

ThankOffering Sunday will be on November 22nd.  
Monetary gifts are another way you can help, if you are not able to go shopping.   

Please make your checks payable to MLCW-LWR Fund.   
Also, a box is located in the narthex, for your gifts. 

The Messiah Lutheran Church “Blanket Day” ladies  
will display the quilts, layettes, and health kits on that day. 

We will have a Silent Auction, for a special quilt, after the service on Sunday, November 22nd. 
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                              November 11, 2009 at 7:00 pm. 
                              The Hemmens Cultural Center 
                            Free Event but Ticket i s required. 
                      Call 847 931-5900 or www.hemm ens.org 



 13 

 

7�����7�����7�����7�����> >>>���
������
������
������
���� ���
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

��������&�
	�	��?�	�������$��������������	����9��
� ���
��������
���������	���	�����������&�
	�	��?�	�������$��������������	����9��
� ���
��������
���������	���	�����������&�
	�	��?�	�������$��������������	����9��
� ���
��������
���������	���	�����������&�
	�	��?�	�������$��������������	����9��
� ���
��������
���������	���	���� ���

����������
�������	����������������/<��0##;�����������
�������	����������������/<��0##;�����������
�������	����������������/<��0##;�����������
�������	����������������/<��0##;�� ���
 
   

���� +�����	�-��
������	�	����������������	�	��	������
���		����
���������	����	�����
	����
%�� �1�
����������	��"2��)**=��
���
���	�%�����%	��	��+
�&�����4
�����
����)(H�����

�������������	�������������	�4
������	 �����
�	
 ���	������ �����	�I���	��	��������	��������	��
���������	���������������	����
�����%������1��
��
$	����	��
�����	�
��	������	���	
 ��
�����������	������ 	� 
	 -�
�����������
���	

������������������
	����
���� ���� ��	���
�����	
 
��
	�����	�����	����������
����������� ����
	��	��������	 ������	���
��	�����	 ��������
�
������	���
��	���������	������	����3���	���

�
�
�
�
�

>�	
�� �	�
�����@������(�����
���(
	
�����:�������
 ����������� �
&������������"��,���
������������������������!����� 
������������
���	���B������������
�
��%������
���� ��

=��"�

�������"��!��������
�	���
��!�����
�������	� ������������	��
��������!��
��G��5��
�����1�

�"��� ��J


��
9�	�
���"�
�����������������������


�����������"�� !���"�����"�

��	��
��	��?5����	�������
��!����
��� "��,��
&������
�
�����������
�������

�"��(�����
���(
	
�� ��!������
������
�
��
�������	!�������������

����
 �����

2��
	����
�������������!�������������������
�����$
 �
��	�������������	��������3��	�

�����
>�������������
������������"�����"�������%��������� 	
���������
���

&�����
�
�����
	�������
����B��
��
��>$�K?���
"������������
���!����(
	
�
���������	����B�������( �����	����� �������������

(
�
���D����	��������������G�
���G5����1�

�"�����J 


�
��G��5��
��������"��������
���
�����!������	

�������"�

���
�������	��	������
��� �!�����������"��!��
�������

&��������

���
�$@$���������
�
�

�
������	����	��� �
���
����



 14 

 
 The church library has recently acquired several ne w materials, 
One of which is a full-length feature drama on DVD—  
Bonhoeffer: Agent of Grace. 
A new three-audio disc CD set “In the Garden” featu res piano 
music accompaniment / arrangements to favorite hymn s.  
In addition, there are several new books: 
 The Shack  by William Young 
 The Five Love Languages  by Gary Chapman 
 Having a Mary Heart in a Martha World  by Joanna Weaver 

Any and all library materials can be checked out fo r an unspecified amount of time.  
We ask only that you return items as soon as you ar e finished with them.  
If you have church library materials at home that y ou are not able to use,  

please return them as soon as possible so that othe rs may take advantage of their availability. 
 

Please check out the Social Ministries Display in the Narthex. ~ with thanks to Bob Wiemer 
In the past three years Messiah's ongoing Social Ministries has supported  

1.  41/43 Years of Giving   
we donated:  
    dozens of jars of peanut butter and jelly and boxes of cereal to the area food pantries;  
    many boxes of baby diapers to the Community Crisis Center;  
    numerous items of women's toiletries to the Community Crisis Center;  
    a supply of women’s and children's winter coats to the Community Crisis Center;  
    an abundance of medicine and first aid items to the Community Crisis Center;  
    dozens of magazines and books to PADS and Community Crisis Center (now another ongoing program); 
    many mens' winter coats and other articles of clothing and other supplies to PADS; 
    150+ toys to the Elgin area toy giveaway campaign;  
    hundreds of school supplies for needy children;  
    items to a group of Willow Lakes residents to fill 'care packages" for our armed forces overseas;  
    dozens of baby items--and raised $550--for the Medrano family quadruplets;  
we participated in the Life Center's "bottles for babies" fundraiser (and we will again for Jan. 2010); 
we collected much used electronic equipment to be recycled (now an ongoing "Green" program). 
 

2.  Food Pantry shopping cart:   
we donated hundreds of pounds of much-needed groceries to the Interfaith food pantry and FISH food pantry. 
 

3.  Helping Hand fund:   
we have given $2,000.00+ (mostly in gas cards and jewel food cards) to numerous people in need. 
 

4.  Meals on Wheels:  
we have supplied many different volunteers to deliver meals on wheels. 
 

In the past three years Messiah's annual Social Ministries has sponsored 
  

1.  Greek fest parking:   
we have supplied volunteers to help with this annual three-day even, in which we had raised $9,979.00 for PADS 
homeless shelter in Elgin and $1,880.00 for the Interfaith food pantry and $1,880.00 for the FISH food pantry. 
 

2.  CROP walk:   
we have had many walkers and have raised $4,170.00 in just 2 years.  
 

In addition, Messiah congregation members have volunteered at local charitable organizations, including PADS 
homeless shelter, FISH food pantry and RE-STORE, which benefits Habitat for Humanity.  Messiah congregation 
members have also attended many different fundraisers for local charities. 
 

The above is pretty impressive for such a small church as ours and may surprise many people. 
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October 1, 2009 
 

Messiah Lutheran Church 
Pastor John Harder 
500 Church Road 
Elgin, IL  60123 
 

Dear Pastor Harder: 
 

Thank you for your donation of toiletries delivered by Amy Moog on 8/30/09, and for your donation of 
medications and vitamins delivered by Amy Moog on 9/27/2009. Your support provides essential services 
to individuals and families in crisis. You have helped us continue to be “Always Home, Always Hope.” 
 

The Community Crisis Center at George Van De Voorde Place responds to the need of individuals and 
families affected by domestic violence, sexual assault, and homelessness. Services include a 24-hour 
hotline, a shelter for 40 women and children, individual and group counseling, financial assistance to 
prevent homelessness, partner abuse intervention, and advocacy through the legal, medical, and social 
welfare systems. Founded by volunteers in 1975, the Center has grown to serve nearly 7,000 people each 
year.  
 

Sincerely, 
Gretchen S. Vapnar, Executive Director 
�
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Sunday Worship Schedule  
                                             
  9:30 a.m. Worship Service with music  
            and sung liturgy and Holy Communion 
     Coffee, tea, and snacks after the service 
           every first, third, and fourth Sunday; 
     Breakfast served after the service every secon d Sunday 
      

 
  
Proclaiming God’s  
unconditional love 
Messiah is located  
2 miles south  
of Spring Hill Mall 
at the corner of Route 31 
and Tollgate Rd. 
(847) 695-0144 
 


